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About Capstone Thea

t

In 2004, a group of people who had served as staff members of various touring theatres t:
about their  experiences with those theatres. They discussed what they perceived were

strengths and weaknesses of each theatek what they would do differently, "if they ra

n the

place." Although they didn't know it at the time, it was out of this meeting that Capstane Th

ricals was born.

Capstone Theatricals is dedicated to providing high quality entertainment at an affordable c
But, equally as important as what the audience sees on stage, this company values the rele
ship that the staff of each venue has with us. Capstone Theatricals is dedicated to making

working relationship with us as pleasant an experience as possible. We recognize
venue is unigue with its own personality and that the people who work in the space
know it better than anyone. We view our relationship with each venue as a partners
fore, we want the advice and counsel of the people who know the space the best. W
thing we do in regards to mounting and publici#negshow, we want to focus on what we
do for you (rather than what we cannot). For example, if your local newspaper wan
interview with a cast member, we will make it happen. If you want a television interv
cast member once we get in town, we will make every effort to see that it's done. If
make special arrangements with loading the show into the venue, just let us know ar
all feasible, we will do it. If you want a raedgreet following a  performance, say the
and you've got it. Our job is to help you fill the house and to make your overall €
with us pleasant. We will do whatever it takes to make both a reality. Never hesitate t
do those extra things that can add so much to the theatrical experience, we're only
it. It's our job!

As we said, we want to create a partnership with each of our venues. That's why w
your advice on ways to make our programming and services better for you. At the e
of our visits, we will ask you to evaluate our production, staff and supporting mate
aim is to make sure that you are completely satisfied with our productions, our comp
bers and our services.

At Capstone Theatricals we want to ex
gotten more than your money®6s worth.
ming and want the overall experience to be pleasant...the Capstone Theatricals d
that we make it a priority
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It's 19560mething and Kaye, Peggy, Cheryl and Donna, four ssigiags fron
Muncie, Indiana are making their national television singiledput. Spotligh
on Music, a fictitious weekly television show on thelifedbumont Televisic
Network, sets the framework for amening of some of the greatest hits of
195006s. THE TAFFETAS pays tribute
Fontaine Sisters and THehordettes.Capstone Theatricals is pleased to join
Springer Opera House (the State Theatre of Georgia) in presenting a se
oft his highly regarded producti on.
oLi fe Coul do lbiet tal eDrDeaarmi,ion 6 o, as
50s, your audiences will be dancing in the aisles.

Spend an hour and a half with The Taffetas and theifpireeband an
remember what Sunday night was like on younrch2blackandwhite televisio
set.
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The Taffetas
Songs
Actl 1 Around The World
1 Sh-Boom Act II
7 Mr. Sandman 1 Music, Music, Music
1 The Three Bells T Youbre Just I n Love
1 Tonight You Belong To Me 1 Love Letters In The Sand
T I dm Sorry 1 L-O-V-E
1 Ricochet 1 I-M-4-U
1 ICried 1 Rag Mop
1 Cry 7 You, You, You
1 Smile 1 Puppy Love
1 Achoo Cha Cha 1 How Much Is That Doggie in the Window?
T Mockind Bird Hi 1 The Hot Canary
1  You Belong To Me 1 Lollipop
1 Happy Wanderer T Sincerely
1 Constantinople 1 Johnny Angel
My Little Grass Shack  Mr. Lee
T Coest Si Bon 1 Dedicated To The One I Love
1 Sweet Song of India 1 Where The Boys Are
1 Arrivederci Roma T 1 61 1 Think of You
1 See The USA in Your Chevrolet T Spotlight on Music
1 Alleghany Moon T Little Darlinbd
1 Tennessee Moon
1 Old Cape Cod
1 Fly Me To The Moon
1 Volare
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NEW YORK STAGE By William A. Raidy

NEW YORK 1 | no longer believe in bl ockbuster) and ma, 0

Si mone Signor et 6s oneehnsmontalizedtby Mario Lanzeh a t ‘

nostalgia isnot wh atT hiet suwsrepdr itso nlge, t 3 l1e

spending some ti me Twiftfhe tfiaTsh,eo Tvahfifceh alse}s club act
iThe Taffetaso i dn a létle New ‘Sork ¢ théater digriet eleb '

which describes itksredwn aas DV nkubs iTceal k'st

Journey Through t h eseabfoa bdieWw owids attention &ti ©fft 5 ‘

down at Greenwi ch BVvohtdwgeods Wehsetrbreyt h ' r e, i s

Lane Theatre. There | was hummingthat songs that once seemed like i 1"

along with four very attractive young saccharine overdose to me now soun ,J ‘ A/

women singing the songs their mamassimply sweet and rather quaint. This even

sang three decades ago. Frankly, thegoes for such oldibut-goody retreads as Melanie Mitchell, whom TV soap

were the very same onesi Mo c ki nofi Blid dCape Codo and opefbdansnmay srecegnid¥as thez , 0

Hill,o AHappy Wa n dleth enade dnto fedotdieg niEdets bye drugd e al i ng Angel a o]
h

n i

Bell sd6 and somet hi Rafti Pagh aho recentlg played itoklasgeWolr | d Turnso or the sn
dondt want a Ritbhablc haed enthusidstcnteowds @toa Manhattalon A Anot her Worl d, 0 st a
tuned the radio dial away from when | cabaret. own cabaret act in Lon
considered myself too sophisticated for ~Of course, when the Tafs croon End.
the likes of The Chordettes, the Lennoni Si ncer el y, 6 once wahna dSpdros, thoe recenthBo we n
Sisters, Teresa Brewer and Patsy ClineSi st ers and The Mo @appgdredvsn aonposeiK cCy Ko
Say whatever happened to TheMo o ( Al Love You SLwd)eemandGecwodkdhaom of
Chordettes? 1955 by The Crew Cuts, the audiencesDays t o Broadway, 0 has

I'f AThe Three Bel tesdéd nbreec gighle thantsing domgeavrer yt hi ng from ANunse
i mmedi ate chord, i {fWyenodofAi¥owl d SedogiysdBor eetd. dGand Ol d
close your eyes and remember a grougCape Codo come al ongJodyt Abeahamb,d& rUChlener a -
called The Browns plaintively crooning: tion must gently be persuaded not to joingraduate, has been seen in the
AnAl I the chapel belnl)s were ringing/ |l mathenal company of #ADo
little valley town/And the song thatthey A The Taffetas, 0 iandc dn dsech telkeMisiory shogs ass it
were  singing/Was for baby Jimmy title, according to creator Lewis, as a takefi Al | My Chil dren. o

Browneéeo (rt was t h-&ff os dheeChifforts.n lewist days the  Another of the startling aspects
Edith Piaf did in French, but then sheor i gi nally conceived dfhefi Buecesgabfefidbe
didndét foll ow Ji mmyas Br groem thatrveouad b appearh atthad more than half of the audience
grave.) Then, of course, there wasconventions, industrial shows, privateis usually made up of young people

AHappy Wander er , 0 parpes and anuoacasioodal calianet, at one h o woul dnodt know a M
ival der ee, Val derraihme dwlatmewe ro-fentale a Sister fromnag Chérdette. As Ifor a
means. group that would sing 1980s music withani ckel juke box, theydl

Anyway, these four marvelous gdls 6 50s styl e. o0 fl wa ask dadl orttheir grandfather,twhe wor | d
Jody Abrahams, Karen Curlee, MelanieMadonna with a Lennon Sisterss pent money playing @S

Mitchell and Tia Sper@ésmade me love sof tness. 0 Al | t hi overaodoweiragans | y changed as
those golden oldies as they pretend tci The Taf f et as o made Aaywayheverynodyp geemsutai qu e
putonamini A Hi t Par ad e oruskeionthbiroovh. TV smil e al l the way t hr

show as presented on your old Dumont Somehow, it is the innocence of theTaf f et as, 0 and as one
set way back when. The girls, dressed irera, besides its sound, that makes thisincere singing sisters reminds her

sort of prom dresses of the period, aremusical so  endearing. In their prom Du mo n't Vi ewer s: AA smi
meant to be four sweet sisters fromstyle taffeta dresses, perfect period hair<crooked line that makes everything

Muncie, Ind., who call themselves The styles, singing foupart harmony, one st r ai ght . 0

Taffetas. can almost  believe the songs they sing Lennon Sisters, McGuire Sis-

The charm of the show, conceived bywh i ch t el | t he wor |tals, Ghordettes and. Ternesa Breveer, a T wo
Rick Lewis, is that its talented singingWay Street . 0 Il dm sorry | was me an
quartet never really parodies or camps up All of the actresssingers turn you off in the 650

the material. The Misses Abrahams, Cur-impersonating these squeaklean

lee, Mitchell and Speros let the materialcrooning Hoosiers have had plenty of
speak (or shall we say sing?) for itself. professional experience before making
Naturally, along the way, they offer some their way to the Cherry Lane Theatre.
songs that have become standards such &aren Curlee has just completed tow

AiYou Belong To Meoydéd@diSeeon hBroadRhwarya-in fiCatso and before
mids along the Nile/Watch thsunrise t hat appeared on the Main Stem in #fAA
on a tropic i sChevus) Limee .and AThe Tap Dance Kid. o

Sandmano (originally a Chordettes
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By Bob Harrington Cabeet Rev

Pop tunes of Susare Dasva r Gangon, 6 JodyEe Taffetas sing at the
have long been neglected, but &brahams, Melanie Mitchell Westbeth Cabaret, 151
the Westbeth Cabaret, thand Tia Speros are so close to .'?ﬁﬂfsj;ys(ilrﬁ%lﬁig)s' ot
Taffetas, satirical stepdaughterthe real McCoy, at time you 10pM through June 11. $8
of prer ock &é50s g iseem tode peeripgsthrough theover; no minimum.
swinging and swaying their waypast at an old Ed Sullivan,

through the hits of the McGuireL awr ence Wel k, or AYour Hi
Sisters, Patti Page, Conniear ade Show. 0

Francis and a dozen or so other B u t for al | the froth, It
blastfrom-the-past artists. musically satisfying outing that

In crinolines, taffeta prom will bring back all your wistful
dresses and wigs hair sprayed intwostalgia
total immobility, the Taffetas for the innocent Eisenhower
years, even if you prefer to
forget to remember them!
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Che New YPork Eimes

Friday, August 12, 1988 POP/JAZZ
Celebration of Pop Fluff From the 5060s

Wat chi ng # TA MusiTahJodrmeyt Tareughthe Hi | | 6 was a hit for Patti Page in
Fabulous Fiftieso at the ChecoydiLimageofThédé®herge obhe WBomgderAs e
Were we really so innocent all those years ago? The showlader. By 1961, even the most insipid pop ditties were usually
celebration of pop fluff that has made its way from cabaret tdriven by a semblance of ro@ndroll rhythm. Other period

Off Broadway, offers an amusing reminder of just how fak i t sch i ncludes the Teresa Brewer
pop culture has advancédor decl i ned, d efpTecnrdii gohgt oyno wo nBédlsong to Med that r
tastei in the last 35 years. and Prudence hit; the jolly hiki:i
The musical, which has a mood of tongnecheek derer, 0 and the McGuire Sistersbod
nostalgia similar to that <ofigs tird dlockel finto Brrediegsd with ychedry fitles Aikai | Cit
Symphony, 06 pretends that ifSwisngl997 and RihegieadpoWi sh whehTe
theater patrons becoming the audience in a New Yolkavori tes. o The | onges-miputef A Taf f e

television studio where a sbtObtavervealradtegdy tsuhnoews fit Shpaott tdoi egghitn so nwi
Music,o0 is being broadcast .melgheanf@fdrmrdaswi theqnRdpdad h &inTh Bde Wo r

special guest hostesses, are a mythical quartet of sistersfremy pe Codo and Al stanbul , 0o among ot
Muncie, Ind., who sing al mosgyhen R &N first thoSghtRup The Taffefa$ hefntag- t une
you thought you never want gnddaldstaldlaSypolip thatWéuld Perforrh dt SoAventiodOafck | n 0
Bird Hillo to AMr. Sandman Opriatepaflidsf i vederci Roma. o

But the show charms. Enough time has gone by formusic § The name was a takeoff on the
that once sounded unbearably saccharine and cutesyto soujh s ori gi nal ly hi pper than what w
downright exotic. So does Hh@espylkei ke WQI@RattéﬁepewE9@m%%

Jody Abrahams, Karen Curlee, Melanie Mitchell, and Tigne hit and then were never heard from again. They were a
Sperosi the singing actresses who play members of thgitle late in their timing and stayed one step behind the
groupi have a polished group harmony style that distillsth@jc Gui re Si sters and the Chordette:

generic sound of the Chordettes, the Lennon Sisters, the from a hath our speci alty act, AThe T
McGuire Sisters and others. While the actual groups theito a larger cabaret show that played at the-tmigh club
parody each had its own signature solinthe Chordettes ponot Tel |l Mama a year and a hal f

were ethereal and frothy, the Lennon Sisters chirpy, th§pened successfully last spring at Westbeth Theater Center,
McGuire Sisters emphatic their common goal was to make who roomy cabaret space was done up to look like the sort of
several voices sound like one multiplied by threeorfour. | ounge that a 506s vocal group mi
Chiffon Curtain, Taffeta Gowns Gathering the songs, Mr. Lewis consulted with clerks at

Stepping before a chiffon curtain on a set festooned wit@olt Records, the midtown Broadway store that specializes in
bubbles and musi cal st af f-s ,harthttrfind aldies, cdmbed dhsoug stacks eof sheetwneusia;, c ol or
coordinated taffeta cocktail gowns and period wigs andilusnd | i st ened to hundreds of scrat ¢
trate their singing with demure choreography. Higher and Shriller

Rick Lewis, the showds concpehtelapi ggdst Maskeatefcbe htedrween
and stage accompanist, has invented a history for the groupyocal groups is that today the women sing higher and tend to

that extends to individual personality traits revealedina s cr eam out the notes, o Mr. Lewi s
staged questioandan s wer secti on. ATmh&dto finll KondeAut Voices,iitcdole d I8t of rehearsal to

who range in age between 19nmgakned 2180 s0e hfeg ysra iydo.i cfieTsh esiofy ngo thjekre
was a music teacher, and they used to practice in their rec iThe Taffetasd is not a can spo

room at home. They were discovered at the grand opening afhow is real and sincere. It took a while to get the performers

the new A&P in downtown Muncie and made their radio  to trust the simplicity of the period and not throw the humor

debut on O6Rockind Ronniedsd g agldPpisdi@w apforBuVayhne coidgre t
is the gr emindedl adér.lPeggyisathe snost  watching June Cleaver standing in the kitchen wearing a

studious and spends her free time studying shorthand. She ¢ocktail dress and washing dishes. You can relate to it, or you

will probably leave the group to become a secretary. Cherylc an t hi nk ito6s the craziest thing
has man trouble. She is crazy about Jimmy, who dumped her. shows are Tuesday through Friday at 8PM, Saturdays at 7

Donna is looking for a guy andibbmahd Suhdly¥ &t 9 dn€ TPM CTRKRLY & 328 fdt hlle - 0

in matching musical mat er i aleseMdtidnndinforfhatinededr0.d. fAMockind Bird

PO Box 861382, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35486, Phone 205-657-3442, Email: info@capstonetheatricals.com
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The announcer 6s di s saysbshal likesdo rideoin the frofit isdatl of a

t he packed Manhat t ae@hevmoletgvithtthe topdown. i Go o d

evening, ladies and gentleman. The Bu't of cour se, this 1sn
DuMont Television Network proudly Taf f et as arenot really a
presentsSpotlight on Music brought to Theyor e t he creati on o]
you each week by the family of Galaxy s howdés musi cal director.

productsi the beauty products four out of Leave it to Beaveand My Little Margie and
five Hollywood starlets prefer. And noiv they have the same essen

A

C

f

(

The Taffetas! o says Lewis, whose revue has been playing to
The spotlight falls on four squeaky ent husi asti c crowds. AREvV e
clean, dairyfresh, poodlecut Midwestern simple and innocenti t real ly was a 1

Lennonist (as in Sisters). Swishing their Lewis studied old record jackets to get the

wide taffeta skirts, they swing into the costumes and hairdos right. He culled slang
opening bar s of tthreomCrewteCatsa 650s f an
ASBoom. 06 For the negayd wlbevhiosu,r si st neot t o <car

Taffetas are in full warble, paying t r e at them with Aintegrit

har moni zed homage t fourdingees whdbliGesin New Yfork Gitg, not
|l i ke I ke, youdll | o vMuncie h strive to gstayr ih sharacter without
I n between such hidpgeariagscamp.rAednsd, avher & fanowsites to
Al 6m Sorryo and Pat taiskRadgieMho iKBowoMucHavorit

i S That Doggi e i n Kéaye Winmdvewsq wihehout a h
Taffetas T Kaye, Cheryl, Donna and Ei senhower . 0 Peggy votes
Peggyi talk about life back home in Donna di sagrees: Al tos

Muncie, Ind., and dispense advice about ibet ween Mot her and Conni
dating and sweateand-skirt

combinations. Cheryl describes her duties

as president of the Mario Lanza fan club.

Donna
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Gannett Westchester Newspapers/ Thursday, October 13, 1988

OTaffetasdo recall a ge

By Jacques la Sourd
Staff Writer

If the thought of yet another musical revue about the Most of al | the Taffetasi are Al o
AFabul ous 650s0 makes youtlklei agat e i ¢GdVsH depdri acdbaanbid ey o t bifeld aeu soef o]
youbre expecting yet anot hfac, aedrhe lgidsispel the letters with théiryarms and kmb& n r o | |
But hol d on. AiThe TaffetSAomed oarherrtesiesi bhat spowv & hradc k
opened last night at the Cherry Lane Theater, reminds us tha s sM-4-Ufi |0 -Bfiosohm, 6 fiOop Sheep, 0 fARag
there was popular music before Bill Haley and the Cométsh e fi Ac-Glb@ CGasundheit), 0 which wa
tore a hole through the dgthaMcSuiravSidtdls. i Rock Around the

Clock. o There are far more familiar numbers in the ling to be

That music was mellow and corny and polite anglur e, including some that edge in
harmoniousi ever yt hi ng rock 6n MaMhler eotupbt to shatter, of

course fAThe Taffetas, o0 whiBbyéeatwovbdbeand @gooHpAngf Ahger. §mTheén
girls patterned on the McGuire Sisters or the Lennon Sistefse d | ey t hat includes fdVolare, 0 #fA-r
give us the finiceo 050s ofBolnawraenndc efi SM¥eel kt, h en oWl Axgegy anvadi@rh t @h e
hipbgyrating 650s EIlvis. ranged in the style of time by Lewis.

If youdre yawning now, Yy o0 uMy favosite Taffeth ivasroedy Abraiamsas Dobhagwhéss O f
Rick Lewis, who conceived this show and did the perfestudied innocence andalculated charm were present in every
musical arrangements for it; Tina Paul, who staged aglile, gesture, dance step, roll of the éy@gen in her posture.
choreographed f@dThe Taff et &wdedandacalshlated, tyes vbaticompteeely authéntic. OWtheo
directed it. Theyo6ve wisel fourdineeéridrimdgts, 6nfytAbrahems agally ilobke asyif shé n f av o
a charmingly straightforward approach. stepped out of a time machine fron
Which is not to say that pdwiydrr audeanmeas ec oxsft utmee ap i wonde
potential of the material. In fact, they use it to the fullest, aagt, the girls were broad plaid skirts that seem to have a life of
iThe Taffetaso is a merry théiraown with fitde gound Ibdgs té match dos the traveless-i ng o f
nostalgia for a more i nnoduéndetIn Aci TWe, theyFagpear i pink,raguia,eyellowRiadu | 6 s
staging of Brenda Leeds hilaendefthffet#indchiion évening gowhsitiabare &xsictly th@ r e n
Curlee while her backup girls do an elaborate mime of regigdlors you would see on early color television.
it worth the price of admission. Itos too bad that set designer E\
The Taffetas are conceived as a sister group fromMuneiei dnét try) to capture that | ook &
Ind., making their TV debut on the old Dumont televisiodlesigner Ken Billington occasionally manages to splash the
network on a show called fAygmbhedbut Hudith thedight DdEIGHUES . © They tell u
about their new 450s on theorefyfersladd d 16t bf ydRiSgEr Bméligahs, thirk bfete, and
unctuously advertise fAGal aggoBeaut ¥ eRMmad ot S @dr elans eOgn €a Pf & Af
many perfect details, their microphone cords are €olgjoys have survived in our memory, while the nice girls have

matched to their dresses. _ been forgotten. AThe Taffetasodo se
And they sing, in that mellifluous harmony that wagharms us in the process.

probably a spinoff of the Andrews Sisters sound, but that
gained a gentler incarnation for the postr era. The world
of the Taffetas is one of angora sweaters, strawberry milk-
shakes, Chevrolet convertibles, sorority rush, going steady
and taffeta dresses for the prérmvorn with falsies and mul-
tiple petticoats, of course.

To these girls, James Dean is a hood. Mamie Eisenhower
is the woman they admire most (we learn in a talk segment

S

called ATaffeta Chattero). They read Clare Boothe Luce for
relaxation, and they enter Ball Jar canning contest.
AfRemember, 0 says one Taffeta, fia smile is a crooked Iine tha

makes everything straight. o
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